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UPSC Mains 2023 (DAY-01)  

 

1) Examine	 the	 socio-religious	 context	 and	 purpose	 of	 the	 Ajanta	 and	 Ellora	 cave	
complexes	in	ancient	India. 

 

UPSC	Mains	Syllabus	
topic 

Salient aspects of Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

Why	was	this	question	
asked? 

How	will	 you	explain	 the	medieval	 Indian	 temple	 sculptures	
represent	the	social	life	of	those	days? (UPSC	-	2022) 

Introduction	 The	Ajanta	and	Ellora	cave	complexes	in	ancient	India	
hold	 immense	socio-religious	signiϐicance,	reϐlecting	the	rich	
cultural	 heritage	 and	 spiritual	 traditions	 of	 the	 time.	 These	
cave	 complexes,	 located	 in	 Maharashtra,	 showcase	 the	
culmination	of	artistic	excellence	and	religious	devotion. 

Body 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I.	 Socio-Religious	Context: 

1. Buddhist	 Inϐluence:	 The Ajanta caves predominantly 
reϐlect the inϐluence of Buddhism, which ϐlourished in India 
during the Gupta period (4th-6th century CE). 

2. Hindu	and	Jain	Associations:	The Ellora caves encompass 
Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain rock-cut temples, indicating 
religious harmony and coexistence during the Rashtrakuta 
dynasty (8th-10th century CE). 
 

II.	 Purpose	and	Signiϐicance: 

1. Spiritual	Retreats: The cave complexes served as spiritual 
retreats for monks, providing a secluded and peaceful 
environment for meditation, study, and religious rituals. 

2. Devotional	 Spaces:	 The intricate sculptures and wall 
paintings in Ajanta and Ellora caves were created as acts of 
devotion, aiming to inspire and educate devotees about the 
religious beliefs and stories depicted. 
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III.	 Artistic	Styles	and	Themes: 

1. Ajanta	Caves:	The paintings in Ajanta caves depict Jataka 
tales, life events of Gautama Buddha, and scenes from 
ancient Indian society, reϐlecting the artistic and narrative 
traditions of the Gupta period. 

2. Ellora	 Caves: The rock-cut temples at Ellora showcase 
architectural marvels, including the Kailasa Temple, 
dedicated to Lord Shiva, with its intricate carvings and 
sculptures. 

Conclusion	 The	 Ajanta	 and	 Ellora	 cave	 complexes	 stand	 as	
magniϐicent	 testaments	 to	 the	 socio-religious	 context	 and	
purpose	 of	 ancient	 India.	 They	 symbolize	 the	 ϐlourishing	 of	
Buddhism,	 Hinduism,	 and	 Jainism,	 and	 highlight	 the	 artistic	
excellence	and	spiritual	fervor	of	that	era.	 

 

2) What	was	the	contribution	of	Chalukyas	of	Badami	to	Indian	Architecture? 

 

UPSC	Mains	Syllabus	topic Salient aspects of Architecture from ancient to modern times.  

Why	 was	 this	 question	
asked? 

Chola	 architecture	 represents	 a	 high	 watermark	 in	 the	
evolution	of	temple	architecture.	Discuss.	(UPSC	-	2013) 

Introduction	 The	history	of	South	Indian	architecture	had	entered	
into	 a	 phase	 of	 glory	 in	 5th	 century	 under	 Chalukyas	 of	
Badami	located	in	the	Western	Deccan	region.	 

Body 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Location	of	their	constructions 

Though their constructions were scattered all throughout the 
Northern Karnataka, most of their important temple complexes 
were situated along the Malaprabha river in their capital cities- 
Ayyavole, Pattadakal and Badami.  

1. Aihole (Ladkhan temple, Durga temple) 
2. Pattadakal (Virupakha temple) 
3. Badami (Ravana Phadi Cave, Badami Cave temples) 

Contribution	to	Indian	Architecture 

1. They are ascribed to be the initiator of Vesar style of 
architecture- A fusion of Dravidian and Nagara style. Ex- 
Virupaksha temple, Ladkhan temple.  
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2. Besides temples, Badami Chalukyas were also immersed 
and contributed to the growth of rock-cut cave 
architecture. Ex- Ravanaphadi Cave 

3. Temple walls and pillars were highly oranated with 
indigenous quality.  

4. Temples belonging to different religions have been found 
here. 

5. Virupaksha temple is considered to be the “Jewel of 
Badami Architecture”, constructed imitating famous 
Kalisanath temple at Kanchipuram.  

6. The grandeur of these temples had inspired their 
successors like Rashtrakutas who constructed the 
famous Kalisnath temple at Ellora.  

Conclusion	 The	 pomp	 and	 glory	 of	 Badami	 Chalukyas	
architecture,	 carving	 a	 unique	 place	 for	 itself	 in	 Indian	
architecture	 is	 evident	with	 Pattadakal	 being	 declared	 as	
UNESCO	World	Heritage	site	in	1987. 

 

 

3) Discuss	the	contribution	of	Buddhist	stupas	to	the	growth	of	Indian	architecture. 

 

UPSC	Mains	Syllabus	topic Salient aspects of Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

Why	 was	 this	 question	
asked? 

Chola	 architecture	 represents	 a	 high	 watermark	 in	 the	
evolution	of	temple	architecture.	Discuss.	(UPSC	-	2013) 

Introduction	 Buddhist	 Stupas,	 originating	 in	 ancient	 India,	 not	
only	 served	 as	 places	 of	worship	 and	 veneration	 but	 also	
paved	 the	 way	 for	 architectural	 innovation	 and	 artistic	
expression.	 

Body Architectural	Features	and	Innovation: 

1. Stupa	 Design: Buddhist stupas introduced a unique 
architectural form characterized by a circular or 
hemispherical base, symbolic railing, harmika (square 
platform), and chatra (umbrella-like structure) at the 
pinnacle. 

2. Structural	 Stability: Stupas showcased remarkable 
engineering skills, employing techniques like concentric 
layers, stone construction, and dome-shaped roofs to 
ensure stability and durability. 



Call: 9392957733    KPSIR UPSC Universe - ( 4 )  
 

Symbolism	and	Spiritual	Signiϐicance: 

1. Axis	 Mundi: Stupas represent the cosmic axis 
connecting the earthly and divine realms, serving as a 
focal point for spiritual devotion and enlightenment. 

2. Sacred	 Relics: Stupas enshrine sacred relics of the 
Buddha or revered Buddhist monks, emphasizing their 
role as repositories of spiritual power and religious 
devotion. 

Artistic	Expression	and	Inϐluence: 

1. Sculptural	 Adornments:	 Stupas featured intricate 
relief sculptures depicting episodes from the Buddha's 
life, Jataka tales, and celestial beings, showcasing the 
artistic prowess of ancient Indian craftsmen. 

2. Inϐluence	 on	Temple	Architecture:	The architectural 
elements and design principles of stupas inϐluenced the 
development of later temple architecture, as seen in the 
shikhara (spire) of Hindu temples and the dome-shaped 
structures of Islamic architecture. 

Conclusion	 Buddhist	 stupas	 with	 their	 distinct	 architectural	
features	 and	 symbolic	 signiϐicance	 inϐluenced	 subsequent	
architectural	 styles,	 leaving	 an	 indelible	 mark	 on	 the	
cultural	and	religious	heritage	of	India.	 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


