
Call: 9392957733    KPSIR UPSC Universe - ( 1 )  
 

 

 
 

UPSC Mains 2023 (DAY-02) 

 

1) Evaluate the religious and cultural significance of Yaksha and Yakshini worship 
in ancient Indian art and literature. 

 

UPSC	Mains	Syllabus	
topic 

Salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from 
ancient to modern times 

Why	was	this	question	
asked? 

Discuss the significance of the lion and bull figures in Indian 
mythology, art, and architecture. (2022) 

Introduction	 Transcending religious boundaries, the reverence for 
Yaksha and Yakshini worship held immense religious and 
cultural significance in ancient India, leaving an indelible 
mark on its art and literature in Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain 
traditions. 

Body I.  Symbolism of Yaksha and Yakshini Worship: 

 Guardians and Protectors: Yakshas and Yakshinis 
were revered as divine guardians and protectors, 
symbolizing auspiciousness, prosperity, and fertility. 

 Abundance and Wealth: Their worship signified 
aspirations for material wealth, often depicted in 
association with overflowing treasures, jewelry, and 
abundance of natural resources. 

II.  Artistic Depictions in Sculptures and Paintings: 

 Intricate Sculptures: Yaksha and Yakshini sculptures 
adorned the ancient Indian temples, showcasing their 
captivating beauty, grace, and divine attributes. 

 Varied Iconography: From the Yaksha sculptures of 
Bharhut and Sanchi to the Yakshini images at the Ellora 
and Khajuraho caves, their representations varied in 
pose, attire, and symbolism. 

III. Literary References and Influence: 
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 Epics and Puranas: Yakshas and Yakshinis found 
mention in Indian epics like Ramayana and 
Mahabharata, where they played significant roles and 
interacted with human characters. 

 Sanskrit Literature: Ancient Sanskrit literature, such 
as the works of Kalidasa and Shudraka, often included 
Yakshas and Yakshinis as characters, highlighting their 
ethereal nature and celestial powers. 

Conclusion	 Even today, their influence can be seen in the 
continued veneration and artistic representations in temples 
across the country. Yaksha and Yakshini worship, therefore, 
remain as a testament to the enduring cultural legacy of 
ancient India. 

 

 

2) Discuss the regional variations in mural paintings across different cave temple 
sites in ancient India. 

UPSC	Mains	Syllabus	
topic 

Salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from 
ancient to modern times 

Why	was	this	question	
asked? 

Taxila university was one of the oldest universities of the world 
with which were associated with a number of renowned 
learned personalities of different disciplines. Its strategic 
location caused its fame to flourish, but unlike Nalanda, it is 
not considered as a university in the modern sense. Discuss 
(UPSC- 2014) 

Introduction	 Mural paintings in ancient Indian cave temples exhibit 
remarkable diversity and regional variations, reflecting the 
rich artistic traditions and cultural influences of different 
regions.  

Body I.  Ajanta Caves: 

 Stylistic Features: Ajanta murals showcase a harmonious 
blend of Gupta and post-Gupta artistic styles, characterized 
by delicate brushwork, lifelike figures, and extensive use 
of vibrant colors. 

 Subject Matter: The murals depict scenes from the Jataka 
tales, Buddha's life, celestial beings, and royal processions, 
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showcasing the strong influence of Buddhism and courtly 
patronage. 

II.  Ellora Caves: 

 Stylistic Features: Ellora murals display a synthesis of 
regional styles, including Gupta, Deccan, and Chalukyan 
influences. They feature strong lines, bold compositions, 
and attention to architectural details. 

 Subject Matter: The murals primarily depict Hindu 
deities, mythological narratives, and scenes from the 
Ramayana and Mahabharata, reflecting the patronage of 
Hindu rulers. 

III. Bagh Caves: 

 Stylistic Features: Bagh murals exhibit a unique style 
influenced by the Gupta and post-Gupta periods, 
characterized by elegant figures, graceful poses, and a 
restrained color palette. 

 Subject Matter: The murals predominantly depict 
religious themes such as Hindu deities, Shiva's cosmic 
dance (Nataraja), and scenes from Krishna's life, reflecting 
the amalgamation of Hindu and Buddhist influences. 

IV. Badami Caves: 

 Stylistic Features: Badami murals showcase a blend of 
Gupta and Dravidian styles, characterized by intricate 
details, fine line work, and dynamic compositions. 

 Subject Matter: The murals depict diverse subjects such 
as Hindu gods and goddesses, royal processions, and 
scenes from the Puranas, reflecting the royal patronage of 
the Chalukya dynasty. 

Conclusion	 These magnificent artworks not only serve as visual 
testimonies to the artistic brilliance of the time but also provide 
valuable insights into the religious, cultural, and historical 
facets of ancient India. 
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3) Discuss the importance of preserving and conserving India's artistic heritage in 
the contemporary world. 

UPSC	Mains	Syllabus	
topic 

Salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from 
ancient to modern times 

Why	was	this	
question	asked? 

Safeguarding the Indian art heritage is the need of the moment. 
(2018) 

Introduction	 Amidst modernization and globalization, India's 
millennia-old artistic heritage, encompassing diverse art forms, 
architectural marvels, and invaluable artifacts, requires urgent 
safeguarding and preservation. 

Body I.  Cultural Identity and National Pride: 

 Art as a Reflection of Identity: India's artistic heritage 
embodies its cultural identity, representing the creativity, 
diversity, and traditions of its people. 

 Fostering National Pride: Preserving and showcasing the 
artistic heritage instills a sense of pride and belonging among 
the Indian population, fostering cultural cohesion and a 
collective appreciation of heritage. 

II.  Historical and Artistic Significance: 

 Historical Continuity: India's artistic heritage provides a 
tangible link to its rich history, allowing present and future 
generations to connect with their roots. 

 Artistic Mastery: The artistic achievements of ancient 
Indian civilizations, from intricate sculptures to exquisite 
paintings, serve as testaments to the exceptional skills and 
craftsmanship of the artists of bygone eras. 

III. Tourism and Economy: 

 Cultural Tourism Potential: India's artistic heritage attracts 
millions of tourists from around the world, contributing to 
the growth of the tourism industry and providing economic 
opportunities. 

 Sustainable Development: Preservation efforts create 
employment opportunities, stimulate local economies, and 
promote sustainable development through cultural tourism. 

Conclusion	 Therefore it is a collective responsibility to safeguard this 
heritage and pass it on as a gift to the future, celebrating the 
legacy of India's art and culture. 




